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Acting President’s Report 

Welcome to the June 2026  Newsletter.   

As the new NSW History curriculum is introduced Ian Keese reflects 

on more than 50 years in history education. Drawing on his 

experience as a teacher, textbook author and curriculum writer, he 

considers the strengths of the new syllabus and the opportunities it 

offers to broaden students' understanding of the past.  

A new History Curriculum in NSW High Schools 

The Australian Curriculum was first introduced in 2010 and for its 

History components, the Primary and Junior Secondary sections were  

heavily based  on the NSW Curriculum. For over fifty years History in 

NSW had operated as a separate discipline, while in most other states 

it existed within a ‘Social Science’  and was taught by teachers whose 

main interests were geography and commerce. 

 In the last decades of the twentieth century I was Head of History 

Faculties in Western Sydney and became involved with two others in 

producing a textbook for Jacaranda, now an imprint of Wiley and 

Sons. The book was called Retroactive. We hated the ‘retro’ in the title, 

but the publishers already had a text called Geoactive and insisted. 

A new Junior curriculum is being introduced next year and in the 

second half of 2025 I was involved in updating old material and 

writing new material .  

For me the major problems of the previous curriculums were: 

• A focus on the two World Wars 

• Seeing most of Asia through a western perspective 

• An ignoring of the Middle East, although it was flourishing at  

the time of the ‘Dark Ages’ in Europe 

I particularly enjoyed working on the following, although unfortu-

nately  they remained as ‘Options’ and may only be taught by the 

more adventurous teachers. 

• Expansion of Islam (c.610-1258) 

• Japan under the Shoguns (c.794-1867) 

• The Ottoman Empire (c.1299-c.1863) 

If I can find the time, I would like to write on what I learnt about what 

is wrong with our traditional view of ‘Western Civilisation’. 

Ian Keese 

ISAA National President 
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Call for further contributions to the ISAA Review 

We are currently seeking further contributions to the 2026 issue of the ISAA Review in the form of short 

opinion pieces, creative works, and book reviews. 

These contributions undergo editorial review but not peer review. 

Opinion pieces can be up to 1000 words. Items for Creative Corner can be up to 500 words. Book 

reviews are between 500 and 1000 words. Please see previous editions of the ISAA Review for examples. 

All items must accord with the principles of ISAA. 

Please submit contributions to info@isaa.org.au by 17 July 2026. 

For further information go to: https://www.isaa.org.au/isaa-review/. To discuss your ideas, contact the 

editors (Hilary Yerbury and Christine de Matos) at info@isaa.org.au. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Call for Expressions of Interest, Book Reviews Editor at the ISAA Review  

The ISAA Review is going through a period of renewal, and we are currently seeking Expressions of 

Interest for someone to oversee the management of the book review section. 

The role will require the following: 

• Actively seeking reviews from members on books of interest they have recently read, and would 

be of interest to other ISAA members 

• Overseeing the timely completion and editing of book reviews 

• Attending meetings of the Editorial Board as a member of the Board 

• Making decisions on the inclusion of completed book reviews in collaboration with other 

members of the Editorial Board 

• Seeking suitable reviewers for books, as appropriate 

• Liaising with publishers to obtain review copies of books of interest to ISAA members, as 

necessary. 

If you are interested in taking on this role or wish to find out more about it, please contact the editors 

(Hilary Yerbury and Christine de Matos) at info@isaa.org.au by 10 July 2026. 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Have you considered contributing to ISAA through its Council? 

ISAA Council is the mechanism through which strategic decisions about ISAA as a national body are 

made. Its elected membership comprises an executive, being the President, Vice President, Treasurer 

and Secretary, the Immediate Past President and five ordinary members. Council meets six times a year 

through Zoom. Each year at the AGM, there is a turnover of membership, as people reach the end of 

their term, and new people are elected. This coming year, 2026-2026, there will be vacancies for up to 

three ordinary members, and for the positions of President and Vice President. We would also like to 

encourage someone to take on the role of Assistant to the Treasurer.  

Many ISAA members have already served a term as a member of Council, and so we are particularly 

keen to encourage those of you who are newer to ISAA to consider playing an active part in the 

organisation.  

News and announcements from ISAA National Council 

mailto:info@isaa.org.au
https://www.isaa.org.au/isaa-review/
mailto:info@isaa.org.au
mailto:info@isaa.org.au
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If you are interested in taking on a role, or think you might be but need more information, please send 

an email to info@isaa.org.au. 

This is also an opportunity to thank the current members of Council, as well as those who contribute to 

ISAA’s publications including the Newsletter, to the Conference, to the reading groups – Biography and 

Current Affairs – and to the program of activities run by the NSW group. 

Hilary Yerbury 

Immediate Past President 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Ann Moyal Essay Prize 2026 

Dr Ann Moyal AO was a founder of ISAA and a renowned historian of science who strongly 

encouraged dialogue between the sciences, social sciences and the humanities. This prize is in honour of 

her contributions to independent scholarship. Entries for the Ann Moyal Essay Prize will be accepted 

until close of business 30 September 2026. The winner will receive AU$1,000. 

Entries are welcome from current financial members of ISAA. If membership has lapsed, an entry can 

only be accepted once the membership fee has been paid and the member is in good financial standing. 

Entries must be a non-fiction essay of up to 5,000 words. Entries must be original works which have not 

previously been published nor awarded. Entries must not infringe upon anyone’s copyright. Entries, in 

the English language, must be in Word documents (.doc or .docx), of up to 5,000 words (any endnotes 

should be included in that word count), with 1.5 line spacing and in 12 pt font. Please number the 

pages. You may use images, but the total file size must not be greater than 3MB. Files submitted must be 

anonymised: that is, the author’s name must not appear in the essay or on the digital file. 

The following criteria will be taken into account: 

• Reflection of a dialogue between the sciences, humanities and social sciences, embodying the 

principles of ISAA. 

• Use of the genre of the essay. The purpose of the academic essay is to use reasoned discourse to 

persuade. It is genre used by scholars to advance the discussion of ideas. 

• Clarity of the expression of the criteria by which the essay’s thesis statement or argument will be 

elaborated. 

• Innovative nature of the topic selected and the way the argument is presented. 

Entrants must make the following declaration in the email accompanying their submission: 

I hereby declare that the essay entered for the Ann Moyal Essay Prize is my own work, and has 

not been previously published. I have read all the terms and conditions and agree to abide by 

them. 

Entries must be submitted online via the ISAA email address: info@isaa.org.au. Members entering will 

receive confirmation of receipt to the email address they used to submit the entry. The winner will be 

expected to take part in an ISAA event to speak on the topic of their essay. The winning essay will be 

published on the ISAA website. Copyright in the winning essay resides with the author. 

The judges will be the members of the ISAA Research Grants and Awards Committee. The judges’ 

decision is final, and no correspondence will be entered into about the judgements or the judging 

process. ISAA reserves the right not to award a prize.  

The judges’ decision will be announced in November 2026 at a date to be announced. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

News and announcements from ISAA National Council (cont.) 
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Independent Scholars Association of Australia Research Grants 2026 

Up to two research grants at $500 each are available for current members of ISAA. Applicants must not 

be in full-time employment. No award will be made if fewer than five applications are received. 

Applicants are invited to submit an application:  

• outlining the research they intend to do  

• describing how the grant will assist them in their research, and providing a timeline and 

indication of expenditure, and  

• confirming that this research is not otherwise funded.  

The application should not exceed one A4 page. 

Applications should be sent by email to info@isaa.org.au by the deadline. 

Successful applicants will present on the topic of their research to ISAA, in one of the following ways:  

• through a presentation to ISAA members as part of the ISAA program 

• through the presentation of a paper at the ISAA conference, or 

• through the submission of a paper to the ISAA Review.  

Successful applicants must also commit to writing a short piece for a future Newsletter (about 350 

words) explaining how the grant has assisted them in their research. 

Successful applicants must expend their grant within 12 months of being notified of their success and 

submit appropriate evidence that the grant money was expended in the manner outlined in the 

application.  

Applications will open on 1 July and close30 August 2026. The ISAA Research Grants and Awards 

Committee will present its recommendations to the ISAA Council at its meeting on 22 October 2026. 

Funds will be available from 1 December 2026. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News and announcements from ISAA National Council (cont.) 

https://paperlanternwriters.com/women-at-work-in-the-17th-century-dutch-
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Planning for the second half of 2026 and early 2027 is progressing well, with a strong program of 

lectures, workshops and reading groups providing opportunities for members to engage with current 

research and scholarly discussion. 

Work-in-Progress Seminars 

The next Work-in-Progress seminar will be held on Friday, 10 July, from 11.00 am to 12.30 pm in the 

Honeysuckle Room at WOTSO, 222 Pitt Street, Sydney. Judith Bonzol will present a paper entitled Non-

conformist Scottish Clerics in Early Seventeenth-Century Bermuda and the Beginnings of Presbyterianism in the 

New World. A donation of $10 is requested to assist with costs. The venue has been prepaid in 

accordance with the booking requirements. 

The third Work-in-Progress seminar is scheduled for Friday, 2 October. Christine Yeats will present 

Convict Transportation across the Empire: Bermuda and New South Wales. Venue details will be advised 

closer to the date. 

ISAA NSW Bulletin 

The May issue of the NSW Bulletin was circulated to members on 12 May and the due date for 

submissions for the next issue is 19 July. 

Workshop preparations 

Preparations are also underway for ‘The Biographer's Dilemma’ Workshop, to be held on 26 February 

2027. We are delighted that Professor Kate Fullagar has accepted our invitation to deliver the keynote 

address.  

Further details regarding the program and registration will be announced in due course. 

Reading Groups 

The Committee continues to support two successful reading groups, both of which provide valuable 

opportunities for members to discuss significant works and exchange ideas in informal settings. 

The Public Affairs Reading Group, convened by Christine Jennett, will meet on 29 July, 30 September, 

and 25 November.  The Group meets on Zoom. 

The Biography Reading Group, convened by Alice Paul, held its most recent meeting on 25 June and 

continues to attract enthusiastic participation. Future meeting dates will be circulated to members once 

confirmed. All ISAA members are welcome to attend the Biography Reading Group, which meets on 

Zoom 2-3.30 pm on a Thursday every two months. T 

The Group discussed Elizabeth Harrower: The Woman in the Watch Tower by Susan Wyndham on 25 June. 

The next biography for discussion will be Doc Evatt: The Brilliant Boy - Doc Evatt and the Great Australian 

Dissent by Gideon Haigh on 27 August. This will be followed by This House of Grief by Helen Garner on 

29 October.  

If you are interested in joining us please contact the convenor Alice Paul on acpnsw6@gmail.com 

The Committee thanks the convenors, speakers and participants whose ongoing commitment ensures 

the continued success of these activities and contributes to the Association's vibrant intellectual life. 

Christine Yeats 

Convenor ISAA NSW 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

News from ISAA NSW 

Susan Steggall
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ISAA has  four Queensland members in South East Queensland:  Georgiana Poulter and  Heather 

Douglas in Brisbane, and Deirdre Baker and Caroline Polak Scowcroft (based in Cairns and Canberra). 

With assistance from Hilary Yerbury, who provided contact details, we had our first meeting in May.  

We will now consider how we might progress our overlapping interests in future SEQ meetings. 

Heather Douglas 

ISAA QLD 

________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from ISAA QLD 

https://ausi.anu.edu.au/events/series/first-eight-project 
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This issue includes the following Scholarly Reflections 

David Headon — Memories of the Remarkable Pat Clarke (1926-2026) 

Jim Hodges — The Einstein Doublet: A Starship Buzzes a Space Station—Relativity VS the light Medium 

Stephen Horn— The singular – Adansonia gregorii  

Brian Nicholls — The Box 

Alice C Paul — The Library Act 1939’– recent amendments and the ‘freedom to collect and make available’  

Sue Steggall — Food for thought: What to do when a memorial goes out of favour? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarly Reflections 

The views and opinions expressed in the articles published in the Scholarly 

Reflections  are solely those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 

those of ISAA. 

https://stockcake.com/s/literature-reflection 
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Memories of the Remarkable Pat Clarke (1926-2026) 

My family and I arrived in Canberra in 1985, when I had the good fortune to join Prof Harry Heseltine’s 

Dept of English, UNSW/ADFA, which soon established a unique nationwide reputation as the producer of 

a steady succession of key Aust Lit projects. In the later 1980s I got to know Dorothy Green very well in the 

last years of her life, an independent scholar of the highest order. 

A couple of projects with Dorothy in the 1990s led onto me becoming the Director of the Centre for Aust 

Cultural Studies (the CACS--UNSW/ANU/UC), a co-founder of the Independent Scholars Association with 

Ann Moyal, and shortly after a co-founder of Manning Clark House with Dymphna Clark and her 

committed sons. 

Consider the luck: getting to work so closely at a youngish age with, and learning from, Dorothy Green, 

Dymphna Clark and Ann Moyal — a formidable trio impossible to match. 

And through it all, to be also working on each of the above initiatives alongside the steady, gifted and 

quietly authoritative Pat Clarke. Pat was a supporter and participant from the beginning, and her street 

cred was a gift.  She was on the organising committees of all three. When she spoke, so calmly, everyone 

listened because she didn’t waste a word and had the respect of the room. When she had something to say, 

it inevitably shaped and expanded the subject in hand. 

Throughout these years I was well-familiar with Pat’s impressive (and ever-expanding) literary and 

cultural output.  Her nineteenth-century Australian female writers, mostly lesser knowns in academic 

circles, were up against the onslaught (in the 1990s and beyond) of European literary theory--with its 

doleful, even crippling impact on Australian literary life. Young academics felt the need to embrace the 

prescriptions of theory as if they were sacred text. 

Within the buzzing walls of her study, it hardly needs to be stated that Pat chose a road less travelled. She 

had too much hard-earned life experience to fall for the latest literary fashions. For several decades she was 

the exemplar of a truly independent scholar: a mostly lone navigator completely confident in her choice of 

subjects—usually marginalised females—and able expertly to investigate the lives of those whose stories 

demanded to be told.  Governesses, journalist, adventurers, courageous feminists, ignored novelists, the 

list steadily expanded. 

If I had to choose from Pat’s rich harvest of more than a dozen books, it would be her extraordinary 2022 

study of some eleven women journalists who bucked trends and disconcerted those men around them 

who resented the challenge to their socially constructed positions of power. It is called Bold Types—How 

Australia’s First Women Journalist Blazed a Trail. Pat’s narrative skill, engaging prose and ability to mine for 

telling details is on show on every page. 

I’ll miss our regular cups of tea that stretched into hours. Pat was a national treasure. 

David Headon 

ISAA ACT 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarly Reflections 
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The Einstein Doublet: A Starship Buzzes a Space Station—Relativity VvsThe Light Medium 

A Space Station (i) is bathed on all sides by equi-redshift Cosmic Background Radiation and (ii) is at-rest in 

the light medium. The 300m long Station has an antenna+clock at each end, which clocks are synchronized 

using the isotropic 300m/Mu sec light signals.  A 900m Class Starship then approaches from the right at 

8/10 the speed of light through the light medium, and is shrunk to 540m from its at-rest length of 900m, 

and its clocks have slowed to 6/10 their at-rest rate.  The Ship first clashes its bow antenna+clock with the 

Station’s LHS antenna+clock before clashing its stern antenna+clock with the station’s RHS antenna+clock, 

and the Station Crew and Starship Astronauts analyse their observations and incorrectly conclude that 

relativistic effects are confined to only those in relative motion, and never themselves. 

Observations of the Station Crew: The Starship flies past their Station, RHS to LHS, and the moment the 

Ship’s ventral bow antenna+clock clashes with the Station’s LHS antenna+clock, both clocks read 0.0 Mu 

sec.  One Mu sec later the flash from this antenna clash radiates to the Station’s RHS antenna+clock, 

simultaneously with the arrival and clash of the Ship stern antenna+clock, at which moment the Station’s 

RHS clock reads 1.0 Mu sec and the Ship’s stern clock reads 3 mu sec.  The Station Crew concludes the Ship 

is contracted and clock-slowed, and that the Ship’s stern clock reading of 3.0 Mu sec has a component of 

‘stern clock advance’ due to the relativity of simultaneity.  The Ship’s stern clock’s 3.0 Mu sec is calculated 

from the Ship’s elapsed time (1.0 x 0.6 = 0.6 Mu sec) plus the Ship’s ‘stern clock advance’ (3.0 x 0.8 = 2.4 Mu 

sec).      

Observations of the Starship Astronauts: The Station ‘flies’ beneath their ship from bow to stern, and the 

moment the Station’s LHS antenna+clock clashes with the Ship’s bow antenna+clock, both clocks read 0.0 

Mu sec.  Three Mu secs later the flash from the antenna clash radiates to the Ship’s stern antenna+clock, 

simultaneously with the arrival and clash of the RHS Station antenna+clock, at which moment the Ship’s 

clock reads 3 Mu sec and the Station’s clock reads 1.0 Mu sec.  The Astronauts conclude the Station is 

contracted and clock slowed, and the Station’s RHS clock reading has a component of ‘bow clock 

retardation’ due to the relativity of simultaneity.  The Station’s RHS clock’s 1.0 Mu sec is calculated from 

the Station’s elapsed time (3.0 x 0.6 = 1.8 Mu sec) minus the ‘bow clock retardation’ of the Station’s RHS 

clock (1.0 x 0.8 = 0.8). 

The Space Station Crew’s perceptions of the moving Ship’s length shortening and clock rate slowing is an 

actuality because the Ship alone is moving with respect to the light medium.  But the speeding Astronauts 

have been gulled into thinking their light signals have 1.0c isotropic speed, and that misleads them into 

thinking (a) their ship length is still 900m, (b) their stern sync signal has speed 1.0c (instead of 1.8c), (c) thus 

causing the Ship’s stern clock to be mis-synchronised, and (d) this cascades into the Station’s true RHS 

clock reading being observed by the Ship as ‘bow clock advance’ in the Station. 

In summation, light has speed ‘c’ with respect to the light medium, and ALL matter in motion with respect 

to the light medium has length contraction and clock slowing.  But the group properties of length 

contraction and clock slowing with respect to the absolute frame mean that ANY inertial observer can fool 

himself into thinking that he is at rest, and it is only in the relatively moving frame there exists clock 

slowing and length contraction, a convenient fiction along with the other intelligent-design convenient 

fiction, that the Earth is ‘flat’ and ‘still’! 

Jim Hodges 

ISAA NSW 

Ether Drift Club  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Scholarly Reflections (cont.) 
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The singular – Adansonia gregorii  

Stephen Horn draws our attention to the article The singular – Adansonia gregorii by Francesca Beddie, 

which appears  in Volume  37 No. 3 of the Australian Garden Historical Journal. The article can  be viewed 

online at: https://www.gardenhistorysociety.org.au/product/agh-vol-37-no-3-january-2026/.  

As Stephen notes ‘It attracted comment in the next issue.’  

In the article Francesca Beddie reflects on encountering a magnificent heritage-listed boab tree (Adansonia 

gregorii) while attending the Professional Historians Association conference in Darwin in 2025. Using this 

remarkable tree as her starting point, she explores the boab's history, from its first botanical description by 

Allan Cunningham during Phillip Parker King's 1819 voyage to its later naming by Ferdinand von Mueller. 

She also highlights the tree's deep cultural significance for Aboriginal peoples, who value it as a source of 

food, water, fibre and shelter, and recounts the Kimberley story of the ‘upside-down tree’, emphasising the 

boab's enduring place in Australia's natural and cultural heritage – and its relevance to the history of ISAA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Horn 

Past ISAA Treasurer 

Scholarly Reflections (cont.) 

This image was originally posted to iNaturalist by thibaudaronson at https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/42496268. It was re-

viewed on 28 February 2023 by INaturalistReviewBot and found to be published under the terms of the Cc-by-sa-4.0 license.  

https://www.gardenhistorysociety.org.au/product/agh-vol-37-no-3-january-2026/
https://www.inaturalist.org/people/thibaudaronson
https://www.inaturalist.org/photos/42496268
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:INaturalistReviewBot
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The Box 

I have a new box. From Ikea. It replaces an old falling-apart shoe box. The shoes that were in this box 

have long since worn out. So the box has served me well. The new box is nice. Red. There is a label holder 

to slide in a description of the contents. The description reads: OLD STUFF.  

The transfer of contents from one box to another has been interesting. There are a couple of old letters 

from my mother when I was overseas. Her handwriting is beautiful and readable. She always apologised 

for any spelling mistakes. But there never were any. Not ever.  

There is an old drawing that I did about 80 or so years ago. Pen and ink. A cottage in a forest. It hung on 

my grandmother’s wall until she died. It is well drawn in ink with a wide and a narrow nib. There are no 

ink blotches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To look at it I remember kids getting into trouble at school when we were learning running writing. It 

was easy to get blotches. We had these long pens with scratchy old nibs that we had to dip into ink wells 

in the desks. Barry, the kid in the desk next to mine, used his pen as a spear to stab any fly that landed on 

his desk. He got one once. (I never did learn to do running writing as well as my mother.) 

I found a manuscript at the bottom of the box. The paper is flimsy with frayed edges. The text hand-

written. I wrote it when I was young, alone in a room on a Greek island where I lived for three months 

with a broken heart. That was sixty-five years ago. Sure, like me it is frayed around the edges. But it has 

survived. I had not forgotten it. But I had not remembered it either. The object – the physical thing itself – 

that was with me at the time, revived the memories. Of course, if it had been a Word document it might 

exist in pristine condition somewhere in techno-land. Would it create the same effects on me? I don’t 

think so. 

Scholarly Reflections (cont.) 
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The Box (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have thousands of photos on my computer, but I find there is something alive about the old photo-

graphs in my box. A sort of grainy texture. And yeh, that’s me. 1939. On Uncle Stan’s lap. Mum and Dad 

in the shadow of the doorway. During my childhood Uncle Stan gave me pocket money every time he 

had a win on the ponies. He wasn’t really an uncle. He was my Grandmother’s de facto for 26 years. I still 

remember him fondly. There are a lot of quotes about memory. My favorite is by Georges Duhamel (1) : 

‘We do not know the true value of moments until they have undergone the test of memory.’ 

In this age of electronic progress there is a box: ‘The Cloud’. Maybe this title makes it sound exotic, up 

there in the sky somewhere. But in reality the Cloud is just heaps of giant computers in giant warehouses 

owned by giant companies – like Amazon, Google and Microsoft. Amazing technology. But I like my box. 

And remain a willing captive to my tactile self. 

 

Endnote 

1. GEORGES DUHAMEL (1884-1966) was a French author who traveled widely promoting the idea of a civilisation 

built on the human heart rather than technological progress. 

Brian Nicholls 

ISAA NSW 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarly Reflections (cont.) 
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The Library Act 1939’– recent amendments and the ‘freedom to collect and make available’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In feature articles headed ‘The Library that made me’ published in Openbook by the State Library of New 

South Wales, each of the contributors reflect on specific libraries important in their lives. Now the name 

of the State Library’s 200th Anniversary book and its celebratory exhibition, this title underscores the 

significance and power of libraries as sources of ideas and knowledge, and as places enabling greater 

literacy and learning.  

Along with the State Library, it is often local council libraries that prove to be the cornerstone.  

These libraries were made possible from the introduction of the Library Act 1939 (NSW). By the operation 

of this Act, successive NSW Governments provide financial assistance to councils that have adopted the 

Act (termed ‘local authorities’) to establish and maintain free libraries for the public. For those local 

authorities that have chosen to establish a library and accepted funding, s.10 of the Act sets out the 

services that their local libraries must then provide to the public. (1) The Act also regulates the State 

Library and established the Library Council of NSW. Through the State Library, the Library Council 

administers the annual subsidies and has developed standards and guidelines. For a considerable time, 

these arrangements worked effectively with local council libraries operating in accordance with the 

Library Council’s guidelines, one of these being the principle of freedom to collect. 

In separate incidents in 2023 and 2024 councillors at Yass Valley, Cumberland and Port Macquarie-

Hastings Councils, sought to remove or restrict specific books from the councils’ libraries. At Yass Valley 

in August 2023 the Council voted down the Deputy Mayor’s motion to remove a sex education book 

‘Welcome to Sex’ , while at Port Macquarie-Hastings in October 2024 the council revised an initial proposal 

to restrict young people’s access to ‘Gender Queer’ and ‘Welcome to Sex’ by resolving to request a brief of 

information on the library’s policies regarding sexually explicit content in its collection.  

An especially acrimonious debate took place at Cumberland Council in May 2024.  During a routine 

motion for the adoption of the library’s strategy for the next three years, one councillor, claiming 

widespread community opposition to a book ‘Same-Sex Parents’ by Holly Duhig (held in the junior 

section), successfully moved an amendment. It was resolved: ‘That Council take immediate action to rid same 

sex parents books/materials in the Council’s library service’.  

Scholarly Reflections (cont.) 

Susan Steggall
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The Library Act 1939’– recent amendments and the ‘freedom to collect and make available’  

(Continued) 

Two weeks later and after a heated four-hour Council meeting with police attending, this ban was 

overturned.  

These events prompted a review and significant amendments to the Act. In February this year the 

Government introduced a bill to provide that a local library is free to collect and make available library 

material, and that the governing body of a library may make rules about the use of the library and the 

library’s services. (2) The bill was passed by Parliament without amendment on 28 May. (3) It received 

assent and commenced on 1 June 2026. 

Without detailing all the amendments, two changes are significant. The process for rulemaking now has 

statutory force. While the governing body of a library may make rules those rules must not be 

inconsistent with the requirements of the legislation. (4) Most importantly, an express requirement has 

been added to s.10:  

 

‘(1) A local authority must comply with and observe the following requirements in relation to any local library… 

(g) A local library is free to collect and make available library material’. (5) 

Not only is the principle of freedom to collect now a statutory one, but also it is aligned to and thereby 

reinforces the freedom to make available library material. In this way, local libraries’ ability to both 

collect and make available library material is strengthened and has greater force than previously. As a 

result, there is less room for politicking over what local libraries offer in their collections.  

 

Endnotes 

1. See s.10(1) Library Act 1939 (NSW) Requirements as to services to be provided by local libraries. 

2. Long title of Library Amendment Bill 2026.  

3. The Bill was introduced by the Minister for the Arts John Graham to the Legislative Council on 5 February 2026, 

was passed on 7 May 2026 and considered and passed by the Legislative Assembly on 28 May 2026 (having been 

introduced by the Member for Maitland Jenny Aitchison).  

4. Insertion of s.16 Rules Library Act 1939  

5. Insertion of s.10(1)(g) Library Act 1939  

Alice C Paul 

ISAA NSW 
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Food for thought: What to do when a memorial goes out of favour? 

An article entitled ‘Heritage in the Age of Activism’, by Julian Bickersteth AO, CEO of ICS, in the June-

September 2026 issue of the National Trust of NSW Magazine (pp 16-17) looks at the conservationist’s 

dilemma when a statue or other kind of memorial is out of sync with contemporary ethics and ideals. 

From orange cornflour paste sprayed on Stonehenge, to the bronze statue of slave trader Edward 

Coulston pulled off its plinth and dumped into Bristol Harbour, to paint sprayed on valuable paintings, 

conservationists are tasked with restoring or preserving what remains. Australia has also had its fair 

share of similar protests. 

I would like to draw your attention to the 2020 Annual Lecture given by Professor Bruce Scates, historian, 

novelist, documentary film producer and Fellow of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia, on 

the topic of  ‘Monumental Errors’ Contested Commemoration across Australia's Civic Landscape.  

It was a Zoom presentation and can be found on the ISAA website (a YouTube video). Search 2020 

Annual Lecture and scroll to the bottom. Ignore any error message and click on YouTube to view the 

lecture.  

I have included here a summary of the abstract for the presentation: 

War memorials are a feature of the Australian landscape. Obelisk and arch, broken pillar and stone 

statue remind us of the crippling loss a young nation faced in campaigns overseas. But what of the 

monuments to conflicts fought in our own country – a brutal war of dispossession that left deep 

and enduring scars on countless communities? As recent debates over memorials to white explorers 

and pioneers demonstrate sanitised symbols of violence and dispossession have too long stood 

unchallenged in the heart of our towns and cities. By occupying civic space, they serve to legitimise 

narratives of conquest and dispossession, arguably colonising minds in the same ways ‘settlers’ 

seized vast tracts of territory.  

The lecture examined the ways that historians and the wider community might take issue with these 

relics of our colonial past. It explored the concept of ‘dialogical memorialisation’ examining the way that 

the meanings of racist memorials might be subverted and contested and argued that far from ‘erasing’ 

history, attacks on these monuments constituted a reckoning with a painful and unresolved past. 

Professor Scates addressed the question of whose voice is empowered in these debates and acknowl-

edged the need for white archival based history to respect and learn from Indigenous forms of 

knowledge.   

Susan Steggall 

ISAA NSW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarly Reflections (cont.) 

Susan Steggall



16 

 

Andrew Leigh’s “The shortest History of Innovation” – a review comment 

The Shortest History of Innovation, [1] is by current parliamentarian and former economist Dr Andrew 

Leigh. Given innovation’s central place in government policy, his policy and academic background 

suggest an important book many of us would find interesting. I bought it because, despite the media 

attention innovation receives, it remains unclear what government means by the term. For example, 

currently confused messages appear to drive the shift of our universities away from scholarship towards 

job-ready applied innovation, threatening longer term innovation generation. Surprisingly, I found a 

similar ambiguity runs through the book, reflecting what seem to be Leigh’s own unusual narrow 

prejudices, overlooking perhaps a more sophisticated distinction between innovation and the creativity 

that enables it. The book leaves the impression that either Leigh has shaped government policy or policy 

has shaped his views. At a time of crisis in the university sector, this narrow emphasis on one kind of 

innovation is troubling, making the book important not only for what it argues but for the policy damage 

it may shape or reflect. Here, I offer one brief point from a larger critique in progress. 

From the outset, Leigh argues that although Alexander Fleming’s discovery of penicillin was innovative, 

it was less genius than the later achievement of making penicillin widely available through industrial 

production and commercialisation. He presents this as a corrective to the myth of the lone scientific 

genius, stressing the collective effort needed to turn discovery into usable technology. Yet this also 

creates a tension: invention is often the work of an individual, even if built on inherited knowledge, while 

commercialisation is something different. This confusion between invention and innovation, and between 

creativity and innovation, recurs throughout the book. Leigh rarely discusses invention or creativity 

directly, preferring to emphasise innovation.  

Only in the final chapter does ‘invention’ appear more fully, almost interchangeably with innovation, as 

if belatedly acknowledging a distinction without clearly defining it. Rather than clarifying the term, 

invention remains subordinated to innovation, reinforcing the book’s broader disconnect. The omission is 

striking: the index contains no entry for invention, while Chapter 9 is subtitled ‘When government 

invents’ rather than ‘When government innovates’, an early slip that locates inventorship not in 

individuals but in funding and policy systems. I don’t think anyone would find this misaligned credit to 

funding reasonable. It does, instead, reflect the overvaluation of politicians self-importance that leads to 

these misunderstandings in government – it’s no accident that politicians are now Vice Chancellors and 

Chancellors of actual universities, reflecting a very deep disconnect between expertise, capability and 

leadership in the sector that has appeared. The challenges of ANU recently reflect the negative outcomes 

of this worldview. In this context, analysing Leigh’s book’s flaws as a product of that environment 

explains why they have arisen so boldly. 

Overall, the book overlooks many factors that give rise to invention within individuals. Among these, 

irreducibly non-economic forces such as curiosity and creativity may be the most important. For this 

reason, I found the book disappointing and believe it spreads misunderstandings about the value of 

incremental economics that may have contributed to Australia’s broader struggles with productivity, 

technology, ethics, and social licence. If left unchallenged, these views could be damaging, and I intend to 

develop this critique more fully elsewhere. In the meantime, readers should proceed with caution: the 

book contains interesting examples and some worthwhile policy exceptions, but these should be read in 

light of its broader failure to address the issues outlined above. 

[1] Anrew Leigh, The shortest History of Innovation, Black Inc., 2026. 

John Canning 

ISAA Member 
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The Rebel’s Clinic: The Revolutionary Lives of Frantz Fanon (Adam Shatz (Bloomsbury 

Publishing, 2024) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arriving for the centenary of Fanon’s life (1925- 1961), Shatz's book was long-listed for the non-fiction 

literary Baillie Gifford prize among other awards. His study of Frantz Fanon examines the complexity of 

Fanon’s work as a psychiatrist, along with his political involvement and writing on anti-colonial 

struggles. 

Fanon’s life was short - he died of leukaemia at 36 - but it was an eventful one and influences many 

thinkers today, most recently Zadie Smith and Judith Butler. 

Born in the West Indian French colony of Martinique in 1925 to a middle-class family, he was schooled in 

the French Republic’s educational system and its tenets. When the Vichy regime took over in 1940, he 

joined the Free French forces and fought in North Africa and France. Disillusioned with Paris at the war’s 

end, particularly attitudes towards former soldiers from the colonies, he moved away and trained as a 

psychiatrist at the University of Lyon.  

Prompted by his observations and experiences as a Black man in France and his study of philosophy and 

psychology, he wrote his first book, Black Skin, White Masks, published in 1952. The following year he 

moved to Algeria, then a French colony, and applied innovative approaches to his care of patients, with 

an awareness of the social context in which they lived. During this time the simmering conflict between 

the Algerian National Liberation Front (FLN) and France broke into open warfare (1954-1962). As well as 

treating his French and Algerian patients by day, Fanon at night also treated those fighting for 

independence. Fanon’s support for the Algerian cause and his increasingly prominent role in the FLN, 

led him to depart Algeria shortly before he was expelled. Fanon moved to neighbouring Tunisia where 

he set up a clinic and from 1957 till his death he provided care for war-affected patients whilst continuing 

his political activities and writing. 

Book Reviews (cont.) 



18 

 

The Rebel’s Clinic: The Revolutionary Lives of Frantz Fanon (Adam Shatz (Bloomsbury 

Publishing, 2024) 

Shatz has not attempted nor written a traditional biography, indeed he commends David Macey’s 2000 

Frantz Fanon, A Life for those interested. Rather, Shatz’s aim is to explore Fanon’s ideas and lived 

experience; how he perceived and interpreted the world, particularly in his work as a psychiatrist and his 

part in the anti-colonial struggle for Algerian independence - the ‘rebel’s clinic’ of the book’s title. 

Shatz provides us with the context in which Fanon lived and that of his many colleagues, friends and 

opponents who influenced his thinking.  He discerns the contradictions in Fanon, and his many 

‘revolutionary lives’ - as a Black man in a white majority society, a West Indian yet a Frenchman, an 

Algerian and an African, as a doctor concerned with restoring patients to health but also an advocate for 

the FLN and ‘counter violence’ in its particular ‘historical-racial schema’. 

Shatz examines the afterlives of Fanon’s writing, most perceptively highlighting differences between his 

first (Black Skin, White Masks) and last book, The Wretched of the Earth written nine years apart. He analyses 

Fanon’s various perspectives and evaluates others’ assessment of Fanon’s writing on colonialism, racism, 

imperialism and nationalism. In today’s post-colonial era these topics remain relevant. 

The Rebel’s Clinic gives us considered insight into Fanon’s world and encourages us to ask questions of 

our own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chloë Mason and Alice C Paul 

ISAA NSW Biography Reading Group 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Book Reviews (cont.) 

Frantz Fanon  

Portal Contemporâneo de América Latina E Caribe 

 (https://sites.usp.br/portalatinoamericano/en/espanol-fanon-frantz) 
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Members’ Publications, Presentations, Activities and News 

Christine De Matos PhD 

Publications 

Christine de Matos, Book review of Nation Building in 

Japan, 1945-1952: The Allied Occupation and the US-

Japan Alliance, by Peter K. Frost. Social Science 

Journal Japan 29, no. 1 (2026): https://doi.org/10.1093/

ssjj/jyag005. 

Yvette Grant and Christine de Matos, ‘The theatre of 

war: how the Anzac story has been retold through 

dance for 80 years’, The Conversation, 24 April 2026. 

Trevor Parmenter AM, PhD 

Publications 

Tait, K., &  Parmenter, T. R. (2026). Supporting 

students with intellectual disabilities. 

In M. Hyde, S. Dole & K. Tait (Eds.) Diversity, Inclusion 

and Engagement, Fifth Edition. Oxford Press. 

Presentation 

Parmenter, T. R. Enhancing Quality of Life of People for 

Intellectual Disabilities with Complex Support Needs. 

Workshop presented to ID Health Clinic Staff, 

Singapore. 25 May, 2026. 

Christine Yeats FRAHS 

Publication 

Yeats, Christine, ‘The Royal Australian Historical 

Society’s Student Work Placement Program’, Historical 

Society Matters: The newsletter of the Federation of 

Australian Historical Societies, No. 62, June 2026 (https://

www.history.org.au/)  

 Presentations 

Registers of the forgotten: 19th century asylums and mental 

health facilities, presentation to the Parramatta Friends 

of the Female Factory on 17 April 2026. 

What lies beneath: A deeper dig into the archives. Royal 

Australian Historical Society (RAHS)/Workers’ 

Education Authority Joint Workshop on 29 April 2026. 

Jessie Street National Women’s Library, Lake Macquarie 

Family History Group on 30 May 2026. 

NSW Railways: employees, refreshment rooms & 

infrastructure and WWI Soldier Settlement: An overview 

of the sources for research, RAHS Regional Seminar held 

in association with the Cowra Family History Group 

on 13 June 2026. 

Crime and misdemeanours, University of the Third 

Age (U3A), Endeavour Region on 30 June 2026. 

Making the most of Trove for Family History Research, 

Northern Beaches Council Family History Group on 

2 July 2026. 

Click to connect: NSW State Archives on Ancestry and 

Small debts courts: a ‘treasure trove’ for family and local 

historians, RAHS Regional Seminar held in 

association with the Central Coast Family History 

group on 4 July 2026. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions to the ISAA Newsletter in 2026 

The deadlines for contributions to the ISAA National 

Newsletter in 2026 will be:  

4 September 

6 November 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ssjj/jyag005#search/isaa+ewsletter+/_blank
https://doi.org/10.1093/ssjj/jyag005#search/isaa+ewsletter+/_blank
https://theconversation.com/the-theatre-of-war-how-the-anzac-story-has-been-retold-through-dance-for-80-years-278982#search/isaa+ewsletter+/_blank
https://theconversation.com/the-theatre-of-war-how-the-anzac-story-has-been-retold-through-dance-for-80-years-278982#search/isaa+ewsletter+/_blank
https://theconversation.com/the-theatre-of-war-how-the-anzac-story-has-been-retold-through-dance-for-80-years-278982#search/isaa+ewsletter+/_blank

