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President’s Report 

Welcome to the November 2022 Newsletter.   

Let me introduce myself – I am Hilary Yerbury, elected national 

President of ISAA at the AGM in September. I am a relative newcomer 

to ISAA. My professional background is in librarianship and 

information provision and my research interests are broad, linked 

together by a thread of concern for a person’s capacity to make well-

informed decisions and social justice. 

Also elected at the AGM were the other members of the Council: Vice 

President: Ian Keese; Treasurer: Stephen Horn, Past President: Shirley 

Randell; Council members: Aedeen Cremin, Lesley Potter; Susan 

Priestley, Susan Steggall and Ian Willis. 

We are committed to working as a national team, providing 

opportunities of various kinds to support you in your research and to 

pique your curiosity in the work and interests of others. We are in the 

process of devising a program of scholarly activities, most offered 

through Zoom but some offered face to face.  We hope to have a 

calendar of events on the ISAA website (www.isaa.org.au) under 

‘Events’ in early 2023. 

Do you have a topic you would like to make a presentation on? 

Please let us know through the ISAA email address: 

info@isaa.org.au. Council members will consider your proposed topic 

and let you know if and how if might fit into the program. We can’t 

promise you a large audience, but we can assure you of a supportive 

audience of scholars who, like you, value making contributions to the 

pool of ideas, as a process so important in contemporary society. 

In this Newsletter, you will also see the call for applications for 

research funding, another way in which ISAA can support you in 

your research. ISAA, through membership of Council, also provides 

the opportunity to contribute to a national organisation, developing 

new skills or putting well-honed ones into practice.  

Currently, there is a vacancy for the Council’s Secretary. I hope that 

one of you might take up this opportunity, at least until the end of this 

ISAA year, at the AGM in August or September. If so, please email 

info@isaa.org.au 

Several Council members stepped down at the last AGM, having 

served the organisation over several years, and sometimes in various 
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capacities. My thanks to them; they have left a lasting legacy. Particular mention should be 

made of Shirley Randell’s contribution as President and Christine Jennett’s role as a former 

President and long term Secretary as well as the work of Wal Collins as Treasurer and 

Christine Yeats as former President and Newsletter Editor. 

PYC corner, 

Intended to Pique Your Curiosity by bringing you cultural and research works, and ideas you 

might not otherwise come across. 

How many of us would think about going to a Pakistani open access journal to read a personal 

essay about the ancestral village of an Australian woman of Greek heritage, and its links to 

romance fiction through the policies of public libraries? You can find it here: https://

www.thealephreview.com/post/the-library-agrafa 

Dr Hilary Yerbury 

President 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Dr Patricia Clarke OAM wins Award 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

French-Australian Review Award 

Dr Patricia Clarke OAM has been awarded the Ivan Barko Award for the best article published 

in the French Australian Review in 2022.The article entitled ‘Australian Connections with the 

Franco-Prussian War 1870 and the Commune of Paris 1871’ was published in Review No 71. 

The Ivan Barko Award, made by the Institute for the Study of French Australian Relations, is 

intended to stimulate research in all areas of French Australian relations. The Award consists 

of a Certificate and a sum of $200. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

President’s report (cont.) 
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Annual General Meeting of the Independent Scholars 

Association of Australia 

I have thoroughly enjoyed being a member of Council over the past six years, and it has been a special 

privilege to be your President for the last two years. It has been a productive period of Council’s 

history and I have appreciated the collegiate nature of working together in several activities and 

experiencing valuable achievements with some new friends.  

 I have continued to rely on the Vice President Ian Keese to act for me in my absences overseas 

and in hospital, and he has also been the National Conference Organiser and Editor of the 2021 

and 2022 Conference Proceedings, a huge workload. 

 Dr Christine Jennett has continued her sterling work as Secretary as well as continuing 

responsibility as Editor of the Review and General Publications. 

 Christine Yeats as Immediate Past President, Newsletter Editor, and Copyright Agency liaison. 

 Wal Collins as Treasurer and Chair of the Membership Committee. Wal has resigned these 

positions as he begins intensive medical treatment and Stephen has taken over as Treasurer. We 

are wishing Wal an early recovery.  

 Stephen Horn, Chair of Research Grants and Awards, and Public Officer. 

 Council members Dr Lesley Potter, Chair of the NSW ISAA Group. 

 Dr Rodney Nillsen, Chair of the Advocacy Committee. 

 Dr Hilary Yerbury, Council’s representative on the National Library of Australia Fellowships 

Advisory Group.  

 Website Coordinator, Susan Steggall, while not a member of Council has carried the brunt of 

dealing with our contractor to produce an excellent revamped ISAA website and has organised 

our ISAA Facebook page.  

 And I could not have managed without the conscientious and thorough work of our Administra-

tive Officer, Paul Dagleish who has been ill in hospital suffering from Long COVID.  

Thank you to all and to our members for their leadership and continuing support of our activities.  

For most of us it has been a relatively quiet period but with the relaxation of COVID restrictions we are 

all getting back to normal in New South Wales, Victoria, and the Australian Capital Territory. We have 

been concerned about our members who experienced the tragic bushfires early in the year and then 

NSW members who may have had to suffer the floods as well.  

For most of us it has been a relatively quiet period but with the relaxation of Covid restrictions we are 

all getting back to normal in New South Wales, Victoria, and the Australian Capital Territory. We have 

been concerned about our members who experienced the tragic bushfires early in the year and then 

NSW members who may have had to suffer the floods as well.  

I extended ISAA’s congratulations to Meredith Hinchliffe AM, our former Administrative Officer, who 

received an Australian honour ‘For significant service to the arts through a range of roles and 

organisations.’ Besides her lengthy service for ISAA from 2012 until 2019, Meredith is Patron of 

Canberra Museum and Gallery, donor to the National Gallery and National Museum, former director 

of Crafts Council ACT and former president of Ausance ACT.  

Message from the Immediate Past President 
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Meredith sent a short outline of her work in the arts – one aspect of the humanities that ISAA 

values along with social sciences and sciences - and this was published in our June Newsletter.   

As the years continue their onward march over time and our members grow older it is inevitable 

that we will see many longstanding and valued members die. Over my two years as President we 

have had the sad news of the passing of longstanding ISAA members, Shirley Pipitone, Emeritus 

Professor Roger Wettenhall AM, John Greenwell and Dr Gaynor MacDonald, all of whom made 

significant contributions to our organisation as well as to the research and scholarship of public 

education and administration in Australia. On your behalf I expressed ISAA’s condolences and 

loving support to their families.  

I have continued to represent you at the meetings of National Council of Independent Scholars 

(NCIS). However, the change of Chair of NCIS has meant that meeting times in Australia have 

been challenging. The goal continues to be to provide a shared space for coordinating events so 

that NCIS and each Partner Group can decide to open to a wider audience. Another major item for 

discussion by the Group has been attracting members.  

The three major committees of Council - Advocacy, Membership, and Research have been 

restructured. The Advocacy and Membership Committees have been particularly effective 

although our advocacy letters to Ministers have rarely elicited responses. A letter written by 

Christine Yeats to the Chair of the ABC about archival work resulted in a detailed reply.  

The New South Wales Group has had a particularly effective year under the leadership of Dr 

Lesley Potter. Unfortunately, Alan Roberts resigned from the ACT Group as did the interim 

convener Penny Lockwood, however I am pleased to report that Aedeen Cremin has now taken up 

that role and we are hoping that this formerly active group will be rejuvenated. Ian Keese is 

hoping to re-develop a Victorian group. 

The 2019 ISAA Conference on the topic The Shaping of Lives attracted excellent contributions and 

was held before an unavoidable lapse during 2020 and 2021. Papers for conferences in 2017, 2018 

and 2019 have been assessed by referees and should be available early next year as Conference 

publications. This year, the Conference topic Crossing Boundaries again attracted several papers 

from members, and we especially enjoyed the Annual Lecture given by one of our distinguished 

members, Cathy McGowan AO.  

Once again. the National Library of Australia has generously provided us with the conference 

venue, as it did for our conferences and National Council meetings before COVID. Since 2019, 

Zoom has allowed Council to meet without travelling to Canberra and it is likely that we will 

continue to work this way in 2023.  

Membership has declined over the COVID years, and this is something we need to pay attention 

to, as it has also affected the attendances at our activities. This is despite being able to continue to 

use Zoom for our meetings and events, following our reliance on it during the periods of isolation 

during 2020 and 2021.  

We currently have 76 scholars who have renewed their membership for 2022-23 so far this year, 

including a handful of new members. Please consider inviting friends who might have moved on 

from their universities to consider membership. The NSW Group and now the ACT Group have 

made their workshops, seminars and other activities available by Zoom to all members around  

Message from the Immediate Past President (cont.) 
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Australia. 

I initiated a Shirley Randell Scholarship as one way of attracting younger academics. Our first 

scholar was Dr Saba Vasefi. Saba spoke on her research at a NSW Seminar that sadly had only six 

attendees, a disappointing experience for her and the NSW Group, which has now decided to 

cancel its annual seminar for similar reasons. Saba recently graduated at the Macquarie University 

and was chosen to deliver the students’ graduation address on behalf of the Department of Media, 

Communications, Creative Arts, Language and Literature graduates. I have circulated her excellent 

journalist reports on refugees published in The Guardian. The second Shirley Randell scholar is Dr 

Margaret Kelly who completed her PhD and graduated earlier this year. One of the conditions of 

the scholarship is to present a paper on her research at our annual conference.  

At today’s AGM we will begin to pay attention to the future of ISAA. This will be an ongoing 

challenge to our new President, Dr Yerbury and our newly elected Committee. 

Thank you again for all your support over the two years of my Presidency. It has been an honour to 

serve in this position.  Greetings of love and peace.  

Professor Shirley Randell AO, PhD 

Immediate Past President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message from the Immediate Past President (cont.) 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Qzv2mJ5laA0&feature=youtu.be 

Shirley Randell (2022) Intergenerational Discussion: Shirley Randell, Ambassador of the Na-

tional Older Women’s Network of Australia with Pascalene Umulisa, Coordinator of World 

Association of Girl Guides and Boy Scouts of Rwanda Panel on Intergenerational Celebration, 

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting’s Commonwealth Women’s Forum, Com-

monwealth Secretariat, Rwanda, 22 June 2022  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=Qzv2mJ5laA0&feature=youtu.be
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The group has 36 financial members (list attached) but rarely meets. To date it has had only one 

activity, outside of the National Conference, at which 3 members spoke (John Moses, Douglas 

Randell and Helen Topor). 

The group receives a number of invitations, from other special-interest or local bodies. Most 

relevant was the invitation to the launch of a book by ISAA-members Pamela Burton and Mere-

dith Edwards about their parents, Persons of Interest: An Intimate Account of Cecily and John Bur-

ton, published by the ANU and available as an e-book, downloadable from https://

press.anu.edu.au/publications/books. 

A Work-in-Progress meeting was scheduled for Thursday 6 October, 11am-1pm at the Civic 

Library, near the ACT Legislative Assembly on London Circuit. The Library was unexpectedly 

closed on that day, for want of staff. Including myself, there were five scheduled speakers—I 

was able to warn Alan Roberts, but not the three others (Stephen Horn, John Moses and guest 

Jim Windeyer). The Library kindly let us in and we four had a very pleasant meeting, both in-

structive and entertaining, followed by lunch at the Canberra Museum & AG café, but hardly 

what we had had in mind. 

We were struck by the fact that only five members had sent a RSVP, all apologies. As a result, 

we shall not be attempting face-to-face meetings anymore. We plan instead to do Zoom Work-

in-Progress sessions, as the occasion arises. We already have two promised speakers and are 

reasonably hopeful that they may attract an audience.  

We are considering a special conference on the ecology of the Snowy Mountains, which we 

might hold at the ANU Emeritus Faculty house on the ANU campus, sometime after February 

2023. 

Dr Aedeen Cremin 

Interim Convener ISAA-ACT 

Member ISAA National Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

News from ISAA ACT 
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The NSW Committee met monthly in 2022 via Zoom. These Zoom meetings are funded by the 

ISAA National Committee and access has been made possible through the Administrative Offi-

cer, Paul Dalgleish. We thank Paul for his assistance. 

Annual Seminar 

Unfortunately, the Seminar to be held on the 16 September 2022 had to be cancelled due to the 

low registration numbers. If we had not cancelled ISAA NSW would have been ‘out of pocket’ 

with the expense of hiring the SMSA venue. Thought needs to be given as to how best to pro-

ceed if a Seminar is to be held in 2023. 

Reading Groups 

The Public Affairs Reading Group met on 26 October when Rodney Nillsen led the discussion 

of Tim Stanley's Whatever Happened to Tradition? History, Belonging and the Future of the West. In 

December the book to be discussed will be Lessons from History (eds) Holbrook, Megarrity & Lowe.  

The Biography Reading Group met on 29 September to discuss Hazel Rowley's Franklin and El-

eanor : An Extraordinary Marriage and on 24 November the group discussed is Louisa Young's A 

Great Task of Happiness: The Life of Kathleen Scott. Meetings are held via Zoom. 

Work-in-Progress 

Dr Bob Davidson will present a WIP on 6 February 2023. This meeting will be held in the Flin-

ders' Room in the NSW State Library. 

Both the Open Forum and Doing Research programs are yet to be finalised for 2023. Sugges-

tions for appropriate speakers/presenters are always welcome. 

Christmas Lunch 

This end of year festive occasion will be on Thursday 15 December at 12 noon. The venue is 

Barracks on Barracks in Barrack Street in the City. Please let Christine Jennett know if you would 

like to attend. (cjennett@ozemail.com.au). 

Dr Lesley Potter FACN 

Chair ISAA NSW 

 

News from ISAA NSW  
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Long term ISAA member Dr Robin McLachlan OAM passed away on 6 October 2022. Robin described 

himself as a public historian: 

< a professional historian who works within and for the community, applying the expertise and 

knowledge of a trained historian directly to the needs of the community to appreciate and safe-

guard its history. My driving interest is to make history accessible beyond the cloistered narcis-

sistic world of academic historians. My public work has been presented through the medium of 

theatre, film and the internet, as well as through structured education programmes (with major 

institutions), commissioned histories, public talks, guided walks, interpretative signage and ex-

hibitions. (1)  

A Bathurst resident for 46 years, Robin applied this approach to his study of Bathurst’s history, and re-

ceived a Medal of the Order of Australia ‘For service to the community of Bathurst’ for his work in the 

2022 Australia Day honours.  

Robin McLachlan was born in Edmonton Alberta. His early schooling included periods in Whitehorse, 

Yukon, and Leduc Alberta. He initially enrolled in Geology at the University of Alberta, but then 

changed to Far East Studies. While at the University he met his future wife fellow student Joanna War-

ren. ‘As with Far East Studies, it was love at first sight when Robin met Joanna and they married when 

they were just 20.’(2) 

After obtaining his Masters degree, Robin and Joanna moved to Canberra in 1971 where he completed 

his PhD at the Australian National University. His thesis explored the role of British forces in 19th cen-

tury China. 

In 1976 Robin was appointed a lecturer in the School of History and Geography at Mitchell College of 

Advanced Education (later Charles Sturt University) at Bathurst. There ‘Robin was able to follow his 

teaching and research interests under the influence of Head of School Theo Barker, writer of A History of 

Bathurst (1992). Robin quickly developed an encyclopaedic knowledge of the 19th and early 20th cen-

tury history of Bathurst in particular, and Australia in general.’(3)  

Becoming an Australian citizen after realising he had found ‘his ideal employment;’ Robin went on to 

work Charles Sturt University for 26 years. In 2002 he retired to work independently. He became 

Bathurst Regional Council’s principal consultant historian. His A New Country, a Thematic History of the 

Bathurst Regional Local Government Area (2007) underpinned the Council’s Bathurst Regional Archaeological 

Management Plan (2012) up to the present.  

Robin had a key role in bringing to life a significant event in the history of Bathurst and its place in the 

history of Federation − the 1896 Bathurst People's Federal Convention – by creating a musical about the 

Convention. Robin did the research and it was co-written with Bob Ellis. City of the Plains, with a cast of 

100, was Bathurst’s Centenary of Federation event of 2001. 

Vale Dr Robin McLachlan OAM (1947-2022) 

Dr Robin McLaughlan OAM 

Image supplied by John Payne 
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He is also remembered for his efforts in preserving the public memory and heritage of Bathurst-born 

Prime Minister Ben Chifley. In 1998 he was part of a team that developed A Plan for Management of 

Chifley Cottage, which led to the development of the Chifley Home and Education Centre. In 2004 he con-

ceived, researched and co-wrote with Bob Ellis a stage play A Local Man about Chifley's life. Starring 

Tony Barry and directed by Bill Blaikie, the play had a season at Sydney’s Ensemble Theatre, and a na-

tional tour. Four year’s later, in association with Ronin Film’s Andrew Pike, Robin was co-producer, 

scriptwriter and ‘talent spotter’ for The Chifleys of Busby Street documentary. This ‘people's history’ fea-

tured 57 family members and locals relaying their first and second-hand memories of Chifley and his 

wife Elizabeth.  

Two of Robin's most visible legacies are the projects he devised for the 2015 Bathurst Bicentenary. The 

first is the Pillars of Bathurst, which is a monument naming 104 people who contributed significantly to 

the story of Bathurst, but who have no monument. Robin researched each of these ‘pillars’, wrote their 

stories which were published in a free booklet, made them available online, and recorded podcasts on 

23 of the ‘pillars’ by the time of his death. Robin’s article about the project also appears in the June 2022 

issue of History, the Royal Australian Historical Society Magazine. The other initiative was the A De-

lightful Spot walking trail around the original colonial settlement, consisting of 16 interpretive signs re-

searched and written by Robin.  

In later years Robin also turned his attention to his home country, with research on the hitherto ‘untold 

story of the Australian and New Zealand miners and others who were part of the 1896 Klondike Gold 

Rush. Through research in Australian archives and several trips to Canada, Robin identified over 700 

individuals, and recorded the lives and Klondike experiences of 100 of them. This led to the develop-

ment of a script with Ronin Films of a Diggers on the Klondike documentary. The application for finance, 

coinciding with the COVID 19 pandemic, was unsuccessful, and the documentary remains unmade. 

In 2007 Robin established the Theo Barker Memorial Lecture in honour of his former boss. Robin organised 

this event every two years. The 2022 lecturer was Stephen Gapps, speaking about his book Gudyarra:The 

First Wiradyuri War of Resistance that told the story of the 1822 – 1824 Wiradyuri resistance warfare 

around Bathurst. Gapps’ lecture attracted over 200 people and was indicative of the appetite for learn-

ing about local history that Robin McLachlan had engendered.  

After Robin's death, Bathurst Mayor Robert Taylor stated:  

Robin has left Council and our community with a legacy, particularly his research into Bathurst's 

early settlement history. His wit and sense of storytelling brought forth lesser-known tales and 

stories that have provoked interest and discussion throughout the community < The stories re-

searched and told by Robin will endure and be shared across the Bathurst community and will 

continue to promote the heritage and history of the Bathurst region.(4) 

Robin McLachlan is remembered as ‘a brilliant history researcher and teacher; a writer of elegant prose 

bringing history alive to the academic and layperson alike; a witty, humorous and engaging lecturer, 

storyteller, tour guide, radio presenter and television interviewee; and a curator, dramatist, scriptwriter 

and producer’. Sadly Robin's wife Joanna died four days after him. Robin is survived by his sisters Deb-

bie and Heather (British Columbia) and Jacalyn (Alberta).(5) 

Christine Yeats 

ISAA Member 

Vale Dr Robin McLachlan OAM (1947-2022) (cont.) 

The generous assistance of John Payne of Bathurst in preparing this obituary is gratefully acknowledged. John was copy editor 

for Graham Lupp’s Building Bathurst 1815 – 1915, an official Bathurst Regional Council publication for its bicentenary in 2015. 

(Endnotes—1 Robin McLachlan – short CV submitted with Ronin Films’ application for film funding  for Diggers on the Klondike 

and 4-5: John Payne - private communication to Christine Yeats, 21 November 2022.) 



10 

Up to two research grants at $500 each are available for current members of ISAA and those tak-

ing up membership by 31 January 2023. Applicants must not be in full-time employment. 

Applicants are invited to submit an application:  

 outlining the research they intend to do 

 describing how the grant will assist them in their research, and providing a timeline and 

indication of expenditure, and 

 confirming that this research is not otherwise funded.  

The application should not exceed one A4 page. 

Applications should be sent to ISAA’s Administrative Officer Paul Dalgleish  by email 

(info@isaa.org.au) or by post to:  

Paul Dalgleish  

Administrative Officer  

Independent Scholars Association of Australia Inc  

GPO Box 268  

CANBERRA, ACT 2601  

Successful applicants will present their research to ISAA, in one of the following ways: through a 

presentation to ISAA members as part of the ISAA program; through the presentation of a paper 

at the ISAA conference; through the submission of a paper to the ISAA Review.  

Successful applicants must also commit to writing a short piece for a future Newsletter (about 

350 words) explaining how the grant has assisted them in their research. 

Successful applicants must expend their grant within 12 months of being notified of their success 

and appropriate receipts must be submitted to ISAA’s Administrative Officer.  

Applications close 28 February 2023. The ISAA Research Grants and Awards Committee will 

present its recommendations to the ISAA Council at its meeting on 27 April 2023. Funds will be 

available from 1 May 2023. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ISAA Research Grants 2023 
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Scholarly reflections: Past Lives 

Our knowledge of the human past is continuously being enlarged by the use of new techniques. 

A most exciting development is the use of multispectral imaging to read ‘erased’ text in palimp-

sests. The Journal of Ancient Astronomy (53.4, 2022) has published a few lines from Hipparchus’s 

Star Catalogue which to date was known only from other references. They have been found in fo-

lio 53v of the anthology Codex Climaci Rescriptus, named after the Syriac version of Climax tou 

paradeisou ‘Ladder of divine ascent’, a work of religious practice by St John ‘Climacus’ (c.579-649 

CE). John was a monk at St Catherine’s monastery, located at the foot of Mt Horeb in Sinai, 

Egypt, founded in the 5th century CE and still functioning. It is also a World Heritage site.  

Desert monasteries have been a wonderful source of ‘lost’ texts, including the apocryphal Gospel 

of St Thomas from Nag Hammadi, Egypt, discovered in 1945, and now in the Coptic Museum, 

Cairo. St Catherine’s is said to hold another 162 palimpsests, some of which are currently being 

studied by the Sinai Palimpsest Project. The project has been funded by the Arcadia Fund for five 

years from 2018, which means more results should soon be available. 

The Codex Climaci Rescriptus is notorious for having been written over pages from at least ten 

other manuscripts (https://blogs.acu.edu/csart/projects/codex-climaci-rescriptus/). It had 146 fo-

lios: eight are still at St Catherine’s, one is in the Mingana collection, in Birmingham, UK, but the 

bulk of it, 137 folios, have been since 2012 in the Museum of the Bible in Washington, DC. It will 

surely yield many more buried treasures in the years to come. And, of course, there is still the 

massive resource of the Oxyrhnchus Papyri, published since 1896 and now in their 86th volume 

(2021), but still covering only 2% of the material found in a rubbish dump in an abandoned city 

of the lower Nile. 

In discoveries more physical than literary, Nature Briefing (20 October) has drawn attention to 

two important results of DNA research. One is from Siberia, where an international team of 35 

researchers—mostly from Europe, but with one Australian, Richard G. Roberts of the University 

of Wollongong—extracted DNA from the remains of 11 Neanderthal individuals at Chagyrskaya 

Cave (over 50,000 years old). They found that all had common ancestry, and that two were 

closely related, possibly father and daughter. Interestingly, there were some genetic similarities 

with Neanderthals in western Europe, but none with those of Denisova Cave, only 100 km away. 

The full paper is on open access at https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-022-03339-7. 

In quite a different DNA study, 32 researchers, based in Canada and the US, extracted DNA 

from plague victims buried in a mass-grave of 1348-49 in Smithfield, London, and compared it to 

that of people who died before and after the plague, and, as a control, with that of people buried 

at the same times in Denmark, obtaining DNA from 360 of the 516 samples tested. They con-

cluded that some individuals had developed resistance to Yersisnia pestis, the virus that caused 

the Black Death, but that that anti-virus may be implicated in auto-immune diseases such as 

Crohns. The full paper is on open access at https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-022-05349-x. 

 

Dr Aideen Cremin 

ISAA ACT 

 

Scholarly Reflections 

https://blogs.acu.edu/csart/projects/codex-climaci-rescriptus/)
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Carpe Diem- Seize the Day 

Employment and people with intellectual disabilities: The past, the pre-

sent and the future 

School to Work: National Disability Employment Conference 

Securing Futures, Shifting Mindsets 

14-15 September 2022 

Novotel Hotel Parramatta 

 

Trevor R Parmenter AM PhD FACE FAAIDD FIASSIDD FASID 

Professor Emeritus, Sydney Medical School, University of Sydney 

Abstract 

The concept of Work is deeply rooted in human history with it gradually becoming a 

way for people to achieve a personal sense of one’s identity. This presentation will com-

mence with the voices of people with disabilities describing what work means to them 

and will pick up early comments by people such as Wolfensberger on the importance of 

valued roles in the lives of people with disabilities. 

A brief history of the way families and a number of significant events have helped shape 

both positive and negative ways in which the employment of people with disabilities 

has been developed over the past century will be presented. Events such as the eugenics 

era, the rise of institutions, the denial of the capacity of people with intellectual disabili-

ties to learn, and the growth of segregated schools and workshops provide a negative 

backdrop. These developments were challenged by families and researchers from the 

1960s onwards showing the work capacity of people with disabilities can be spectacu-

larly improved with the right type of education and support. 

But why have these positive outcomes become stalled in recent decades with the inclu-

sive employment of people with disabilities marooned in a sea of indifference? 

Finally, ways that we can again capture the excitement and the promise of meaningful 

employment for the thousands of people still languishing in day programs, sheltered 

workshops, and most sadly of all, those who seldom leave their homes for any produc-

tive activity which will engender a realisation of self-worth. 

It is time - we must seize the day!! 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Members’ interests and activities 
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Members’ Publications, Presentations and Activities 

Patricia Clarke OAM 

Publication 

Clarke, Patricia, Bold Types: How Australia's First 

Women Journalists Blazed a Trail, Canberra (ACT),  

NLA Publishing, 2022. 

Ian Keese 

Publications 

Keese, Ian, ‚‘Milking the Bull’: Samuel Johnson, 

David Hume and Religion‛ in The Johnson Society of 

Australia Inc Papers Volume 18 Melbourne 2022 p 65-

84. 

Keese, Ian, ‚The Early Critics of a ‘White Australia’ 

in Agora Vol 57 3 Pages 20-23 Melbourne 2022 (Based 

on an earlier ISAA Conference Paper). 

Board Position 

Elected Chair of the State Library Users Organisation 

Council (Victoria), October 2022. 

Shirley Randell AO 

Presentations 

Randell, Shirley, Delegate Report on the 2022 Zonta 

International Conference in Hamburg, Germany, Sydney 

Central Zonta Club Dinner meeting, Sydney, 19 

October 2022. 

Randell, Shirley,Crossing Boundaries between the 

Generations: Older and Younger People, Independent 

Scholars Association of Australia National 

Conference, 23 September 2022. 

Randell, Shirley, Speech and Presentation of Shirley 

Randell Award to the Top International Graduate at 

Mary White College, Armidale, 23 September 2022 

Randell, Shirley, Report on the 2022 Zonta International 

Conference in Hamburg, Germany, Zonta Club of 

Armidale, Armidale 9 September 2022. 

Randell, Shirley, Delegate Report on the 2022 Zonta 

International Conference in Hamburg, Germany, Zonta 

Breakfast Club, Zoom meeting, Sydney, 2 September 

2022. 

Randell Shirley, Women of Wisdom: Career Challenges, 

Opportunities, Mentoring, Women Chiefs of 

Enterprise Dinner, Sydney, 27 July 2022. 

Publications  

Randell, Shirley, Intergenerational Discussion: 

Shirley Randell, Ambassador of the National Older 

Women’s Network of Australia with Pascalene 

Umulisa, Coordinator of World Association of Girl 

Guides and Boy Scouts of Rwanda Panel on 

Intergenerational Celebration, Commonwealth Heads 

of Government Meeting’s Commonwealth Women’s 

Forum, Commonwealth Secretariat, Rwanda, 22 June 

2022 https://m.youtube.com/watch?

v=Qzv2mJ5laA0&feature=youtu.be.  

Randell, Shirley, Catching up with Alumna Shirley 

Randell, Mary White College Alumni Newsletter, 

second 2022 edition, Armidale, 13 September 2022.  

Beverley Sherry 

Sherry, Beverley, ‘Milton in Stained Glass’ in Milton 

in Strasbourg: A Collection of Essays based on papers 

delivered to the IMS12, 17-21 June 2019, edited by 

Christophe Tournu, John K. Hale, Neil Forsyth (New 

York: Peter Lang, 2022), pp.503-530. For more 

information: https://www.peterlang.com/

document/1255644 (The chapter has seventeen 

colour illustrations of stained glass and relates to a 

forum discussion held at the RAHS History House a 

few years ago.) 

Susan Steggall 

Award 

Susan Steggall, The Heritage You Leave Behind, Highly 

Commended (runner-up), Society of Women Writers 

NSW 2022 Biennial Book Awards – Fiction Section. 

Presentations 

Susan Steggall, Workshop on Book Reviewing, 

Society of Women Writers NSW Inc, 12 Octo-

ber 2022. 

Susan Steggall, ‘Borderlines: Murals in Contempo-

rary Australia', ISAA National Conference (Crossing 

Boundaries), 22/23 September 2022. 

Christine Yeats 

Presentations 

Christine Yeats, The Bad Girls of Randwick, 

Kensington Combined Probus, 7 June 2022 and 

Clovelly Probus, 28 October 2022. 
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