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Dear Members,
This is the last Bulletin for the year. We did manage to hold a number of meetings
via Zoom throughout 2022 but the Annual Seminar had to be cancelled despite
us being able to attract excellent speakers. This was very disappointing, and we
are having to rethink how we engage with members and advertise ourselves more
widely.
Planning for 2023 is underway and the program will commence with a Work-inProgress meeting on 6 February (see p.2) to be held at the Library.
The Reading Groups continue to meet on alternate months. If you would like to
join one of them, contact the Convenor Christine Jennett for Public Affairs and
Christine Yeats for the Biography Group.
If you have any contributions for the next Bulletin, such as scholarly book notes,
notes on exhibitions, films or plays, or interesting snippets of research, please
send them to me by 13 January 2023 at cjennett@ozemail.com.au.
Stay safe and well. Enjoy the festive season.
Christine Jennett, Bulletin Editor

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Our Christmas get together this year will be a lunch at
Barracks on Barrack Restaurant at 12 noon on Thursday 15
December.
The cost and menu are being circulated at the same time as
this (rather brief) issue of the Bulletin.
We look forward to catching up with as many members as
possible. Please RSVP by 8 December to
cjennett@ozemail.com.au
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Dates for your Diary
24 Nov: Biography Reading Group
(Zoom)
7 Dec: Public Affairs Reading
Group (Zoom)
15 Dec: Christmas lunch
6 Feb 2023: Work-in-Progress
Meeting (in person)

UPCOMING EVENTS
WORK-IN-PROGRESS MEETING
Date: 6 February
Time: 11-12.30 pm
Venue: Flinders Room, State Library
Speaker: Dr Bob Davidson
Topic: The Marketisation of Human Services – A General Theory and some Case Studies
Bob’s research focuses on the marketisation of human services, with a particular focus on aged home care and the
NDIS. He is well-advanced on a book which looks at the overall theory and practice of human service markets,
and the common principles and problems that apply across the full range of human services
He is also currently focused on two matters that are essentially case studies of the general theory to be covered in
the book and which are likely to have a high public and media focus over the next 1-2 years, namely (a) the
development of a new Support At Home Program (SAHP) for older people (which will encompass the current
Packages and CHSP) and (b) the NDIS (a major review of which was announced recently). In both cases, the
excessive marketisation of these programs remains a fundamental problem (with the concerns of the Royal
Commission into Aged Care having essentially been ignored in the current proposals for SAHP).
Bob’s talk will be in two main parts
•

The key issues concerned with developing the general theory book

•

Drawing on specific human service sectors, especially aged home care and the NDIS, as examples of the
broader issues

(The term ‘human services’ encompasses services available to all socio-economic groups (such as education, health, childcare, and aged
care) and services providing support to disadvantaged and smaller groups (such as homeless people, unemployed people, and vulnerable
families). The term is commonly used interchangeably with ‘social services’, but education and health would be outside the definition of
social services for many people. The term also more strongly impresses that we are talking about services for people).

About the Speaker:
Dr Bob Davidson is a researcher and consultant who has had extensive senior experience in the government,
community, and corporate sectors in Australia across a wide range of economic, social, and environmental fields.
He is currently an Honorary Research Fellow in the Department of Sociology at Macquarie University. His research
and consultancy work centre on the economics of the provision of human services, human service markets, and
service providers within these markets, with a particular focus on home and community care services.

2

BOOK NOTES
BOOK DISCUSSED AT THE 29 SEPTEMBER MEETING
OF THE BIOGRAPHY READING GROUP
FRANKLIN AND ELEANOR: An Extraordinary Marriage
Hazel Rowley
ISBN: 9780312610630
Despite Rowley’s wide-ranging research, using the abundance of primary sources and other records – letters, diaries
and Eleanor’s newspaper column – there are still gaps in what we know of FDR and Eleanor Roosevelt and their
extraordinary marriage. As Rowley herself noted in her acknowledgements
I learned quickly that all sources, both primary and secondary, were unreliable. There was so much that
could not be said, even in private letters…
Member’s observations
It has been a fascinating and informative journey through this book about the amazing lives of two
extraordinary individuals. They came from privileged – famous – backgrounds but both Franklin and
Eleanor Roosevelt devoted their lives to the service of others, across the world stage. Like all flesh-andblood human beings they had their flaws – often larger than life as befitted their characters, in a marriage
which many viewed with varying degrees of disapproval.
Hazel Rowley writes in concise elegant yet evocative prose and gives the reader insights into American
society in the turbulent first half of the twentieth century. Her description of the last months, days, of
FDR’s life is poignant in its simplicity. I knew, somewhat vaguely, of Eleanor Roosevelt’s public advocacy
on behalf of disadvantaged sections of American society but I had no real idea of the depth and breadth
of her commitments. Truly a great woman, although her complicated private life was often tinged with
sadness.
The biography is extremely well researched, private letters balanced with public papers, no photographs
to disrupt the flow of the narrative. (Sue Steggall)
The USA constitution does not include a role for a spouse so the function of a wife in the White House
remains undetermined. Hazel Rowley in studying the Roosevelt marriage concentrates on the curious
structure of the ‘group’ that formed the domestic support for Franklin’s awkward political position, which
was so unlike the cultural expectation of a Christian marriage at the time. She examines Eleanor’s
remarkable political activity as an aspect of an unusual relationship. She largely passes over issues of belief,
such as religion, where the two differed considerably and treats as given the ideas they shared about human
rights – social security, food, clothing, housing, and medical care, defences against government intrusion,
free speech, religious liberty, freedom from torture and abuse of the criminal justice system. Her focus on
personal interactions illuminates management that overrode bureaucratic organisation. Sybil Jack

The next book
The next meeting of the ISAA Biography Group will be held on 24 November at 3.00pm. The book proposed
for discussion is: A Great Task of Happiness: The Life of Kathleen Scott by Louisa Young.
Christine Yeats

BOOK DISCUSSED AT THE 26 OCTOBER MEETING OF THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS
READING GROUP
Whatever Happened to Tradition?: History, Belonging and the Future of the West
Tim Stanley
Bloomsbury Continuum, 2021
ISBN: 978-1-4729–7413-6 (eBook)
ISBN: 978-1-4729-7412-9 (hard copy)
Stanley considers that western societies are at war with tradition and that this derives from the liberalism he sees
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as being the political child of the Enlightenment, with its emphasis on freedom, reason and the autonomy of the
person. One aim of his book is to ‘encourage conservative leaders to widen their horizons’, to look beyond what
he sees as the limiting view of the Enlightenment. He also seeks an examination of how different forms of tradition
can help us navigate a ‘frightening and mutable world’.
He describes various traditions, including the Yazidis in Iraq and indigenous Australians, and also periods in Japan
and England where earlier traditions had reasserted themselves. He regards a worthwhile tradition as one capable
of adaptation to changing historical circumstances. He sometimes uses tradition as a purely descriptive term, but
primarily as a term embodying what was good and continuing collectively in an extended period in the past.
Stanley writes: ‘if you pursue freedom pure and unsullied, it’ll destroy a lot of what conservatives value most’ – but
he also says: ‘ask most conservatives what they are for and they’ll say “freedom”.’ This raises the question of what
contemporary conservatives do value most. One would have expected him to give full rein to his own argument,
to conclude that the pursuit of freedom can be a repudiation of the traditional conservative values of balance,
stability and restraint. After all, it was Burke, regarded as the archetypal conservative by many, who said ‘liberty, to
be enjoyed, must be restrained’.
He often relies on ‘argument by anecdote’, which does not provide an adequate framework for the complex issues
raised by the topic. Reason is also under attack from liberalism, from both the left and the right, and in any case
reason, in itself, does not entail a dismissal of the past. However, his book is readable and erudite on many details,
and his identification of the problem of liberalism and tradition is real and has been the concern of other critics of
liberalism. Unfortunately, his attempt to show us how tradition and a knowledge of other traditions can help us
navigate today’s world remains unconvincing.
Rodney Nillsen
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PUBLICATIONS FOR SALE
ISAA-NSW has three volumes of its Seminar Proceedings available for sale. These are: Democracy, Freedom and
Identity in the 21st Century; Spare the Rod: Convention of the Rights of the Child Thirty Years On, and Visions of Sydney.
Information about these volumes can be found on the ISAA national website at: https://isaa.org.au/nsw.
Copies can be purchased for $10 per volume, postage included. Please make payment to ISAA NSW by EFT to
BSB: 062 000, Account Number: 1078 3156. Then send an email to: isaansw@gmail.com identifying the
volume(s) you wish to purchase, stating your name and address and confirming that payment has been made as
requested. Please make sure there are identifying details in your payment so that it can be recognised.

Verbalising can Clarify
Do you wonder what other people might think of your ideas?
Tired of keeping them to yourself?
Want some genuine, helpful and considered discussion of your work-inprogress?
If an ISAA Work-in-Progress meeting interests you, please contact:
cjennett@ozemail.com.au

Book Notes Exhibition Notes Film Notes
Research Snippets
If you have read a book, seen an exhibition or a film of substance lately or
come across a snippet of interesting research that you would like to share
with fellow ISAA members send in a piece (up to 300 words) containing its
key insights and arguments to: cjennett@ozemail.com.au by 13 January
2023.
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